




…and the futures of others with the way that 
we use resources? 
 
 
 

Famine in the Sahel region of West Africa 









 



For decades, Caritas Bangladesh has been 
working with local farmers on sustainable 
agriculture techniques to improve yields of 
rice and other crops. 





Through community based training 
workshops, farmers are empowered to learn 
and apply new methods, such as use of 
saline–tolerant rice, rain–water harvesting 
and renovation of ponds with higher walls 
to limit salt water intrusion during cyclones 
and storm surges.  



By accessing financial support and 
training in alternative incomes like 
bee keeping and crab fattening, 
farmers can grow more food for 
their families.  
 
They also have more produce to 
sell, so they can earn and save 
money for basic needs like school 
fees and medicine. 
 

 



 



 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcUFtWHm
nN0 

 http://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A
%2F%2Fwww.caritas.org.au%2Fajustclimate&s
ession_token=LzGN2LlGOypAwPqid7tmKHTm
Vd58MTM1MzQ3MTY3M0AxMzUzMzg1Mjcz 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcUFtWHmnN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcUFtWHmnN0


Species in natural ecosystems will attempt to migrate 
with the changing climate, but will differ in their 
degree of success.  



  
Ecosystem productivity may decrease or 
increase, at least over the short-term.  
 

 



  
  

  
   

   
  
   

  
   
    

   

 
  

Reducing or increasing water availability 
along with increasing the risk of floods or 
droughts. 
 



Coastal developments will experience 
additional sea-level rise that will interact 
with coastal storms to erode beaches, 
inundate land, and damage structures. 
 
 
 



Human health may be affected by climate 
change through a number of mechanisms 
including extreme temperatures, exacerbation 
of air pollution, severe weather, and increased 
spread of infectious diseases 

 
 

 
 
 
 



http://vimeo.com/49661153 

Research in Australia on natural solutions 
to diseases that have increased in 
prevalence to due climate change  e.g at 
Monash University 



Adapting to change is necessary, and may come 
in the form of preparing for more frequent 
storms, relocating settlements away from the 
coast or moving to ensure food and water 
security in preparation for prolonged periods of 
drought. 



One student’s findings... 



The impacts of climate change will be of significant 
detriment to the health, food security and livelihoods 
of some of the poorest communities in the world, 
exacerbating existing development challenges in 
these vulnerable regions.  



Ironically, it is often the poorest communities who 
have contributed the least to global warming who are 
the most vulnerable to its impacts. 

 
 



 
Many of the communities Caritas Australia serve are 
already experiencing the effects of a  
changing climate:  
 
“... the rains are coming earlier... the drought is 
lasting longer... fresh water is becoming scarcer due 
to sea level rise and storm surges.” 



 
 Extreme weather events such as cyclones are 
 increasing in frequency and intensity.  

 



 Necessary since our climate is 
going to change as a result of the 
already present and continuing 
concentrations of greenhouse 
gases in our atmosphere.  



Adapting to change may come in the form of 
preparing for more frequent storms, relocating 
settlements away from the coast or moving to 
ensure food and water security in preparation 
for prolonged periods of drought. 

 



Tully Heads in far north Queensland 
after a storm surge from Cyclone Yasi 

ripped through homes. 
 



Reducing or limiting the amount of greenhouse 
gases we produce and release into the 
atmosphere.  
 
Activities that absorb greenhouse gases, such 
as replanting forests, which absorb CO2.  



 
Enhancing energy efficiency, increasing 
reliance on and investment in renewable 
energy and effective carbon trading systems 
are all mitigation initiatives which can 
reduce the impacts of climate change. 



General capabilities in the 
Australian Curriculum: 
• Information and communication 

technology capability 
• Critical and creative thinking 
• Personal and social capability 
• Ethical behaviour 
• Intercultural understanding. 



• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories and cultures  
 

• Asia and Australia’s engagement with 
Asia 
 

• Sustainability  



http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/schools 





 
Change your footprint - take a stand! 



Climate change is a global 
challenge, and we are all part 
of the solution. Now is the time to 
act – to stand in solidarity with the 
poor, and ensure a safe and 
sustainable future for us all. 



 

 
‘For us Climate Change is a life issue – 
people are trying to cope with it day by 
day. For the rest of the world it is an 
economic issue’ - Michael McKenzie, 
Kiribati 



Benci, A. “ How did we get here?” Australian Catholics  Spring 2012 pp14-15 
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